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I had a strange childhood. My mother is Russian and my father is Japanese. They met, and fell in
love as students at Moscow University in the Soviet Union After graduating my father worked as
the manager of a publishing company called "Shinjidaisha" which specialized in Russian literature,
he also took over his families business which was an international trading company, at this time

my mother was teaching Russian. My parents lifestyles had a strong influence on me.

During this time, I travelled frequently between Russia and Japan, and I was exposed to the cultures
and traditions of Russia, Europe, America and Asia. In particular I would stay at my grandmothers
house in Saint Petersburg in Russia. She had many beautiful and traditional objects, china-ware
and ceramics, and I think this is where I first became interested in Kitchenware. As I woke up to
this beauty, I could compare it with other pieces I had seen from differnt cultures, such as asian

and american, and this gave me a sense of the beauty of the industrial design of home and kitchenware.

When I left home I met my husband, who also shared a great interest in this kind of tableware,and
together we made studies,especially concerning american goods.My husband had been living in
the United States for a long time, and had initially'started collecting vintagefashion, and it was
from here that he moved onto vintage tableware. Duringthis period (around 1988) he had thought
up the concept "Kitsch-n", thatwould later become the name of our first store in Tokkro. n1988
vintage tableware was not considered important as it is todayyand brand names sucl As "Fire king",

"McKee" and "Jeannette" were of littlé'¢onsequence.

In recent years.there has been a new awareness of the beauty of these vintage pieces, and you can
now find collectors books dealing with the different types of _gIéSéware. The current global enthu
siasm for the designs made in "Jadite" (a beautiful shade of opaque green glassware) has been
supported by an increase in many publications dealing with this highly collectible tableware. Even
now, there is still a great mystery and excitement for me when I discover a forgotten piece, it is

like stepping through time into the history of désign.

Over the last two years, I have been designing a book based on the wonderful collection we have
in our little store in Tokyo called "kitsch-n". This photographic collection is called "Breath Taking"
and details many of the beautiful glass ware that we have collected over the years. It is not really

a collectors guide, but I am sure it would be useful for anyone interested in starting their own collections.

"Breath Taking" is more a celebration of the mystery and beauty of these industrial, mass produced
pieces, fragments of history. The book has been stunningly photographed by the photographer
Higashi Ishida and book designed by Naomi Hirabayashi with over 170 photographs and 190 pages.

Ariadna Kanazawa
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Born in 1973,Moscow,Russia. In 1999 Ariadna graduated the "AKIO HIRATA Millinery/hat school of design in
Tokyo, winning an "Akio Hirata award". In 2000 Ariadna founded a professional hat company in Tokyo called
"ADA HAT WORKS", selling her designs to unique boutiques including "HOTEL VENUS" in New York city. In
2003 she launched her Vintage Kitchen Ware store in Daikanyama, Tokyo, the store is called "kitsch-n".
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Born in 1963, Tokyo. After experiencing as art director, Ishida started professional photography in 1990. He has
since been working in editorials, music, fashion, architecture and commercial Photography claiming him as one
of few important photograher to surface in recent Japanese photo industry. His current work can be seen in various
periodicals such as Trace NY, Casa-Brutus of Japan and many others. Also he has been working widely with the
commercial field of Photography which has been noted with many prestigious award domestically and Internationally.
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Born in Tokyo in 1968. After graduation from Musashino Art University in 1992, She started working as an art
director/graphic designer for Shiseido Co., Ltd. In 2002, She was granted an opportunity to go to England to tem-
porarily work for MadeThought, a design studio in London. After returning to Japan, She engaged herself in design
ing many ads for different products and creating a number of package and book-binding designs as a freelancer.
The works She created have acquired her Tokyo ADC prize, NYADC GOLD, British D&AD, as well as many
other awards.



